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Ford India has positioned the new Fiestaasacarasa
niche for its audience, so the numbers do not matter.

alsp, sources aver, prices
f cars in this segment
have increased. Also, many
buyers have opred for SUVs
such as the Renault Duster
and the Mahindra XUVE00
which had the space and
acstherics that appealed to
the buyer.

Of the 2013-14 tallv,
the Elantra and Corolla
accounted for over 30
percent and so this is the
upcoming battle geing
forward as Tovola secks 1o
add miore hef o s India
tally with numbers from
the Corolla brand. Toyota
is closely identified with
the Corolla brand inany
markel that the Japanese
player operates in and now,
the company is keen 1o get
some market share back.

Already, Tovota has got
off to a great stant with close
ter B00 units sold on average
in the first three months
that the new offering has
been in the market. The
Japanese carmaker has
introduced an all-new
muodel that features beter-
looking imeriors and has the
tracdemark Tovota comfornt
and reliability. However, like
its earlier avatar, this diesel
is considered underpowered

with its 1.4-litre diescl.

Two vears ago, the
Corollz had to contend
with American rivals in the
form of the Cruze and the
Fiesta. Both had purina
strong showing with both
brands accounting fora 30
percent stake, This ime, it
has the Skoda Crcravia with
its build quality, and a good
diesel engine under the
hood has been able o see
abowet 400 units 2 month,
and is at present quite close
to the Cruze tally.

The major laggards in the
sector have been the Cruze
- over 6,500 units were sold
in2012-13 - and that is
down to 1,681 units while
the Fluence has sold aboue
A0 units a month, Ttstill
remains an unknown
brand in this segment even
theugh its manufacturer
tried to excite the brand
with a facelift carlior this
year.

Finally, in terms of fuel
splits, diesel continues (o
Ire the dominant share
with 60 percent of sales
being diesel. For the newest
offering in the segment,
the Carolla, petrols have
exceeded that of diesel
but it is still early days. @

Renzult"s Flosars comes with a powerful diesel
but rem=ins 2 bit player in the segment.
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\Minda Furukawa
sets up auto parts

unit at Tihar Jail

The initiative, which will make wiring harnesses, is part
of a private-public partnership model for Maruti Suzuki.

inda Furukawa
Electric (MFLE),
a [V benveen
Spark Minda,
the Ashak
Minda Growup of India

and Furukawa of Tapan,

has set up an aulomotive
component manufacturing
unit e Tihar Jail in Mew

| Delhi under the private-

public partnership model
for its key customer Maruti
Suzuki India.

At 'Tihar, there are
angping projects like
shoe making, a chemical
unit, bakery items, paper
processing, furniture
miaking and carpentry. But
this will be the first me that
an autometive component
manufaciuring unicwill
be set up there. The jail
authorities have supported
MPE and Spark Minda's
sncio-husiness initiative.

MFE is located at Bawal,
Haryana and produces
the eneire range of wiring
hamesses for four-wheelers
and components related
wiring harness ke couplers,
terminals, relay boxes,
junction baxes, and steering,
rall connectors used for
airbag svstems.

The investment at
the Tihar jail will be in
rachinery, vaw material
and other quality systems

and procedures as per policy

requirements. The facility
will be run by jail convicts
under the supervision of
MFE, The wire harness will
he manufacnueed in this jail
unit and will be supplied 1o
Maruti Sueuki. An Mol has
been signed betseen MFE

Director General of Delhi prisons, Alok Yerma inspecting

the manufacturing unit set up by Minda Furukawa Electric.

and the Tihar [ail authorities
an March 30, 2014,

Operations caommenced
from April 1 and after
successful completion of
training to the inmates,
production began with
daily supply for part sets
af 200-230 wire harnesses.
The finished praduct
goes for final inspection,
quality checks and is then
transported ro the carmaker
in Gurgaon.

It took a yoar's time to
canceptualise, envision and
install the entire setup in the
jail. This social enterprise
will provicde emplovment
o approximately 200-250
canvicts, To ensure 3 guality
product 1o the customer,
MFE has set up check points
helng able (o supply 2era-
defect companents in the
last five months.

The raw material entry
and dispatch of the finished
product has been kept
under the control of XFE,
The management ream also
visirs rhis unin on a frequent
basis ro ensure the system
and policy deployment
are in accordance with the
COMPNY s e uinement.

Adedicated MFE team
trains and imparts skills 1o
them. These canvicts will
be able 1o earn as per the
minimum wages act of the
government, On completion
of their term, they are fully
trained for employment
in the aumomokbile or
component industry.

kD Singh, joint president,
savs: "This was an idea
concepiualised by Maenishi,
president, MFE and myself,
We took it forward as a
challenge expecting a lat
of roaed blocks, However,
wewere pleasantly
surprised by the eagerness
and the response we
gat from the Tihar Jail
authorities, This built up
our confidence to conver
the concepl into reality,”

"This initiarive will
certainly produce a
sustainahle collaborative
social business model, which
will benefit the convices of
Tihar Jail, their families and
vicrims also, We are certainly
explaring such avenues
atother places also," says
M K Taneja, Group chief
marketing officer, Spark
Minda Group, ®
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